
VU Research Portal

Deaths along southern EU borders

Last, T.K.

2018

document version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Link to publication in VU Research Portal

citation for published version (APA)
Last, T. K. (2018). Deaths along southern EU borders. [PhD-Thesis - Research and graduation internal, Vrije
Universiteit Amsterdam].

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

            • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
            • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
            • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal ?

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

E-mail address:
vuresearchportal.ub@vu.nl

Download date: 23. May. 2023

https://research.vu.nl/en/publications/519dd4db-683b-4093-8e74-af56fd798f4f


 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

VRIJE UNIVERSITEIT 
 
 
 
 

Deaths along southern EU borders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACADEMISCH PROEFSCHRIFT 
 
 

ter verkrijging van de graad Doctor aan  
de Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, 
op gezag van de rector magnificus  

prof.dr. V. Subramaniam, 
in het openbaar te verdedigen  

ten overstaan van de promotiecommissie  
van de Faculteit der Rechtsgeleerdheid 

op dinsdag 23 oktober 2018 om 11.45 uur 
in de aula van de universiteit,  

De Boelelaan 1105 
 
 
 
 

door 
 

Tamara Kirsten Last 
 

geboren te Port Moresby, Papoea-Nieuw-Guinea  

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

promotoren:  prof.dr.mr. T.P. Spijkerboer 
prof.dr. J.M. Harte 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary 

 

People have been dying while trying to cross the external borders of the EU for over three 
decades. Some shipwrecks – such as those in October 2013 and April 2015 – captivate 
international publics and trigger intense political debates, but this kind of death is also 
normalised. This thesis examines the relationship between border deaths and EU policy. 
Building on existing literature that has tied border deaths to the legal and political 
developments of the Schengen Area, the thesis makes an important empirical contribution to 
current debates surrounding deaths in the Mediterranean.  

Based on a meticulous collection of official death records of persons who died crossing the 
borders from 563 municipalities in five southern EU Member States, the thesis reveals 
discrimination against irregularised travellers in overburdened death management systems 
and the remarkable prevalence of non-identification of bodies believed to be those of 
migrants. Further analysis of this new source of data demonstrates the unreliability of news-
sourced death data on which policy-making and scholarship depend.  

The EU and its Member States have pursued a migration agenda based on assumptions that 
scholars fundamentally disagree with. The Deaths at the Borders Database provides official 
evidence that there have been deaths every single year since the emergence of the southern 
EU external borders. In addition, all existing datasets suggest an increase in deaths in the 21st 
century compared to the 1990s, as border control has intensified. While non-conclusive, the 
facts undermine the premise of EU policy-making in the area of migration and border control, 
that deaths happen because enforcement is weak and smugglers are ruthless. Meanwhile, the 
facts support the alternative view common among scholars, that deaths happen because 
policies are selectively restrictive and border control encourages risk-taking.  

  


